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NOTB OK THE STTBJEOT OF GIFTS MADE TO SUPPLY  THE NECESSITIES
os the dead
' A man,' says a Hebrew fable, ' had three friends, two of them he
' loved exceedingly, to the third he was indifferent, though he was
' the most sincere One day he was summoned before the justice for
' a matter of which he was innocent " Who among you," said he, " will
' go with me, and witness for me ? " The first of his friends excused
' himself immediately on the pretence of other business The second
accompanied him to the door of the tribunal, but there he turned and
' went back for fear of the judge The third, upon whom he had least
' depended, went in, spoke for him, and witnessed his innocence so
' cheerfully, that the judge released him, and made him a present besides
' Man has three friends in this world How do they behave in the hour
' of death, when. God summons him before his judgment seat ? Gold,
' his best friend, leaves him first His relations and friends accompany
' him to the brink of the grave, and return again to their houses Hia
' good deeds alone accompany him to the throne of the Judge, they go
' before, speak of him, and find mercy and favour' So far the fable,
of which Mr Trench remarks (Notes on the Par&lea, sixth edition,
p 51), that it is ingenious enough, though a notable specimen of Jewish
self righteousness Grosser conceptions of the truth than this appear,
however, to have been popularly entertained even among the children
of Israel—the chosen of God In the contemplation of a future state
of happiness, their thoughts still clung to the pleasures, and glories,
and occupations of this world, and they were unable to comprehend that
the interest of the departed in the affairs of the present life had ceased
for ever Thus, the marital rights acquired on earth, and not voluntarily
renounced by bill of divorce, were, m their eyes, valid even after death
had separated husband and wife, and it was no strange thing to them that
a dead Alexander should claim his forgetful Glaphyra from the incestuous
embraces of Archelaus It is not surprising, then, that we should find
in the popular creed of heathen nations a constantly recurring idea that
the spirits of the dead still retain a share m human concerns, and may
be rendered happy or miserable by the forethought or neglect of mortals
The tribes which have remained unconverted to Christianity, whether
of ancient or of modern times, whether enlightened or barbarous, appear
to have adopted with one consentient voice the idea that the passage
of the soul to its destination after death is to be smoothed, and its
necessities provided for, by the due performance of funeral rights The
nations of classical antiquity placed m the mouth of the corpse the piece
of money which was destined to be Charon's fee for ferrying the soul
over the infernal river, and beside it they laid the oake of flour and honey
which was designed to appease the fury of Cerberus, the gate keeper
of Hades. The Romans placed in the sepulchres of the dead, to appease
their manes, the * ccena ferahs' of milk, honey, water, wine, and olives
And the heroes of Scandinavia firmly believed in the assurance, which
they had received from Odin himself, that the arms, the war horses,

